Functional outcomes in limb salvage vascular surgery.
The crisis in health care brings a new focus to defining successful outcomes of medical treatments. The surgical literature has been criticized for not assessing functional outcomes in addition to technical success. We evaluated the functional outcomes of limb salvage surgery over 3 years in 38 patients 65 years of age and older with limb-threatening ischemia. The RAND-36-Item Health Survey 1.0 was used as a health assessment tool. In spite of an 80% limb salvage rate, only 58% of patients survived 3 years and only 25% survived with the index limb and were able to walk. The RAND scores of patients whose limbs were amputated did not significantly differ from those of patients whose surgery was successful. Functional outcome goals need to be better defined for patients who need limb salvage vascular operations to enhance the quality of care given these patients and to be in concert with emerging health policy.